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IT  occuired  to  whea  I  first  began  tfaioktiig  of  what  I 
might  say  to  you  tonight,  that  the  most  original  contribu- 
tion  I  could  make  to  this  gathering  would  be  to  give  my  own 
reaction  to  the  emergence  of  women  upon  the  political  scene. 
One  of  the  most  interesting  aspects  of  human  beings  is  their 
adaptability.  You  are  gathered  here  today  to  discuss  politics. 
No  one  seems  to  consider  it  an  extraordinary  occasion,  and 
yet,  dghteen  years  ago  die  question  of  whether  women  were 
to  be  accorded  suffrage  was  agitating  most  of  the  women 
and  all  of  the  men  of  the  country.  No w,  less  tiian  two  decades 
after  they  were  granted  the  vote,  women  participated  in  gov- 
ernment in  a  major  way  much  to  the  betteraient  of  govern- 
ment itself  and  greatly  to  the  credit  of  modem  womanhood. 

My  political  life  covers  the  entire  era  of  "votes  for 
won^".  I  was  in  politics  before  you  were  allowed  to  vMe 
and  I  have  had  a  considerable  amount  of  political  experience 
sin(%  then.  1  think  we  can  all  look  back  with  amazement  at 
die  fears  of  those  conservatives  who  held  diat  die  C3c«ensi<Mi 
of  su£[rage  to  women  was  a  blow  at  our  government.  In- 
stead, women's  emergence  in  die  polidod  arena  has  caused  a 
quickening  social  consciousness  in  government  This  is  for- 
tunate bnauise  die  sodal  |HX)oesses — the  protcakm  of  die 
home,  the  human  treatment  of  people  in  industry,  the  regula- 
tion of  the  hours  and  qondiuons  of  labor  for  women — ^these 
are  essentially  questions  in  which  women  have  a  real  and 
fundamental  interest  I  do  not  in  any  way  wish  to  accuse 
my  own  sex  of  any  lade  in  diis  respea,  but  I  must  a>nfess 
that  these  questions  appeal  more  immediately  to  women.  I 
diink  that  die  gnat  interest  of  die  woiMnof  diis  country  in 


the  PtesideDt's  piogcam  fox  social  legislation  in  the  last  elec- 
tion indicates  dcady  how  much  womea  think  aod  led  upon 
these  subjects. 

I  have  in  mind  one  tather  oldish  lady  who,  I  tlunk,  illus- 
trates what  I  mean.  A  few  days  before  election  she  was 
asked  how  she  intended  voting.  She  answered,  'I  generally 
vote  the  Republican  ticket  but  I  think  the  time  comes  when 
ym  nxast  do  die  li^t  thing  regardless  oi  prejudices.  So,  I 
am  going  to  vote  for  Mr.  Roosevelt." 

As  our  civilization  grows  more  complex,  the  area  of  our 
lives  upon  which  government  intrudes  becomes  greater  and 
greater.  And  as  it  does,  it  becomes  more  and  more  neces- 
sary to  have  those  who  partidpate  in  government  better 
trained  for  their  positions  so  that  the  very  business  of  gov- 
ernment can  be  cacded  on  more  effidently  and  more  intelli- 
gently. Government,  like  life  itself,  or  any  other  living 
organism,  is  constantly  evolving.  There  are  no  formulae  by 
which  its  evolution  in  any  particular  direction  can  be  guar- 
anteed. One  guarantee  only  can  we  give,  and  that  is  that 
the  people,  if  they  be  intelligently  infotmed,  will  concem 
themsdves  intelligently  with  thdr  government.  They  can  in 
this  way  give  to  themsdves  the  best  that  human  experience 
and  wisdom  can  bring  in  the  way  of  self-government. 

I  have  said  diat  government  becomes  more  and  more  com- 
plex, and  if  our  government  is  not  to  beowie  an  outworn 
and  archaic  form,  it  must  respond  to  its  newer  responsibili- 
ties. Widi  the  attraction  of  women's  interest  to  public  affairs, 
I  have  high  hopes  of  the  future,  for  women,  fundamentally 
interested  as  ^ey  ate  in  the  social  aspects  of  life,  can, 
through  their  concern  in  the  problems  of  the  day,  help  gov- 
die  proper  solutions  of  the  difficulties  that  con- 
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front  us.  I  have  seen,  in  my  time,  the  growdi  of  public 
affairs  from  where  they  were  the  interest  almost  exdusively 
'  of  a  few  who  were  active  in  party  councils  to  now  where 
they  are  at  the  point  of  interesting  every  dtizen  of  the 
country. 

And  now  that  it  is  accepted  as  proper  and  right  that 
women's  interest  in  government  is  real,  intelligent  and  earn- 
est, I  look  upon  meetings  like  these  as  happy  portents  for  the 
funare.  There  are  problems  ahead  of  us,  especially  in  tlie 
field  of  sodal  legislation,  which  I,  for  one,  can  face  with 
much  more  confidence  when  1  know  that  you  are  weighing 
the  pros  and  cons  of  those  problems  and  arc  prepared  to  in- 
dicate your  desire  for  their  solution. 

Alr«kdy  women  have  had  a  major  part  in  the  molding  of 
public  opinion  to  such  an  extent  diat  we  have  as  actual 
accomplishments  such  far  reaching  acts  as  those  to  promote 
World  Peace  and  Child  Welfare.  It  has  been  the  activities 
of  women  that  have  facilitated  the  attainment  of  such  sodal 
reforms  as  Old  Age  Pensions,  Unemployment  Insurance, 
Minimum  Wages  for  women  in  Industry  and  Humane  Immi- 
gration laws.  Women  have  demanded  and  government  has 
provided  Play  Grounds  and  Parks,  Hospitals  and  Sanitari- 
ums and  an  extension  of  Educational  FadUties.  You  have 
been  willing  to  work  and  fight  for  these  through  defeat  and 
victory  for  all  these  years,  and  tonight  as  you  sit  in  tliis 
room,  I  am  sure  you  have  a  great  sense  of  satisfaction  in 
knowing  that  these  early  dreams  have  come  true. 

But,  great  as  had  been  your  aooomplisbment,  there  is  still 
much  to  be  done.  In  die  first  place,  women  must  be  on 
guard  to  see  to  it  that  some  untoward  event  does  not  occur 
to  cause  a  sHp  back  from  the  advanced  position  attained. 


5 


Progress  has  too  often  been  obstraaed  by  a  temporary  shift 
in  mass  opinioa  caused  usually  by  a  letdown  oi  e^^oit  on  the 
part  of  diose  who,  having  attained  scMne  of  their  goals, 
allowed  for  a  time  their  enthusiasm  to  become  dormant. 
Omdnued  vigilance  will  insure  ccmdnued  progress,  and  I 
kiK>w  that  the  enthusiasm  of  your  leaders  will  keep  you 
cmdmially  vigUant  so  as  to  avoid  any  temporary  letipgres* 
sion. 

Secondly,  the  progressive  enactments  which  you  have 
brought  about  have  come  so  quickly  tiiat  Ac  administrative 
machinery  of  these  progressive  laws  have  had  to  be  set  up 
with  practically  no  experience  as  a  guide.  Consequently,  the 
administtation  of  the  various  phases  of  social  legislation 
must  be  watched  carefully  so  that  any  defects  can  be  quickly 
remedied  to  the  end  that  a  simple  and  efficient  administration 
of  all  these  laws  may  be  brought  about  without  undue  delay. 
The  quicker  this  is  accomplished,  the  less  effective  will  be 
the  criticism  on  the  part  of  those  who  disagree  with  our 
policies  and  die  sooner  will  these  enactments  be  accepted  as 
a  permanent  part  of  our  government. 

Thirdly,  many  things  are  yet  to  be  done.  We  must  solve 
the  problem  of  Child  Labor,  nationally.  Everyone  knows 
that  Child  Labor  must  be  abolished  and  I  am  sure  that  in 
due  course  a  formula  can  be  reached  which  will  erase  for- 
ever child  labor  from  our  national  picture. 

While  great  strides  have  been  made  in  the  way  of  slum 
clearance  and  better  housing,  die  field  is  still  of  great  mag- 
nitude. This  is  a  problem  that  should  be  extremely  inter- 
esting to  women.  We  must  not  in  any  way  let  up  in  our 
(^orts  until  decent  living  quarters  are  within  reach  of  all. 

Labor  has  gained  more  leisure  and  more  income  and  when 
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the  proper  balance  is  finally  smuk  and  laws  enacted  to  in- 
sure its  permanency,  die  country  will  be  more  prosperous, 
more  contented,  and  closer  to  the  ideals  which  inspired  the 
founding  of  die  Republic 

Agriculture  must  be  protected  so  that  those  who  work  the 
land  will  have  the  same  benefits  that  accrue  to  those  who 
live  in  the  cities.  This  means  good  roads,  rural  electrifica- 
tkm,  adequate  marketing  facilities,  and  actual  protection 
against  drought  and  flood. 

Labor  and  agriculture,  which  I  have  both  mentioned 
separately,  have  also  a  mutual  responsilulity  to  eadi  odier, 
which  of  course,  will  ultimately  be  recognized,  thus  opening 
die  way  for  each  group  to  inaue  liie  prosperity  of  the  other 
group.  Women  can  take  a  great  part  in  bringing  about  an 
understanding  between  these  two  great  groups  of  our  popu- 
lation through  the  dissemination  of  infbrmarion  whidi  will 
promote  the  working  out  of  their  problons.  Here  again, 
we  must  work  toward  a  balance  and  here  again,  (Mice  we 
obtain  the  balance,  we  will  have  made  permanent  strides 
toward  permanent  prosperity  and  pcrmanenr  contentmmt. 

Some  may  say  that  I  am  giving  too  much  credit  to  the 
women  of  the  country  for  the  social  progress  we  have  made. 
Some  will  say  diat  I  am  leaning  too  heavily  upon  die  women 
of  the  country  for  the  solution  of  problems  yet  to  be  solved. 
This  is  not  die  case.  Both  men  and  women  will  have  to 
work  together  as  they  have  done  in  the  past.  However, 
women,  by  their  nature,  supply  elements  which,  when  coup- 
led with  the  elements  common  to  men,  facilitate  progress. 
It  is  hard  to  put  your  finger  on  just  what  each  can  do  bes^ 
but  you  cannot  deny  diat  there  has  been  more  social  progress 
in  the  United  States  in  the  pastL  ei^een  years  since  the 
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women  have  had  the  vote  and  have  cooperated  with  men  in 

public  affairs,  than  there  was  in  the  whole  of  our  history 
before  women  were  enfrandused. 

Now  I  want  to  injea  a  pers(Mial  note.  It  is  ahnost  ten 
years  since  I  became  associated  in  an  official  way  with  the 
state  organization  of  our  party.  For  almost  lialf  of  that  time» 
I  have  also  been  Qiairman  of  the  national  organization  of 
our  f^rty.  My  way  has  been  made  easier  by  the  co-operation 
tliat  has  been  given  me  by  the  Democratic  women  of  America 
and  of  New  York.  They  have  performed  a  patriotic  service 
for  which  I  shall  forever  be  grateful.  There  is  no  need  of 
me  repeating  that  I  am  for  equal  rights  for  women  in  poli- 
tics. There  is  no  need  of  me  saying  that  the  credit  for  what 
we  have  accomplished  belongs  to  women  equally  with  men. 
There  is  tK>  need  of  me  adding,  but  I  will  add,  that  the 
participation  of  women  in  our  party  councils  has  been  re- 
sp(Misible  for  the  great  ^ides  made  by  cmr  party  in  the 
state  and  the  nation.  I  bespeak  your  continued  interest,  your 
continued  enthusiasm  and  your  continued  support.  Keep 
up  the  good  work  and  we  will  have  nothing  to  fear  in  the 
future.  Our  state  will  remain  Democratic  and  we  shall  elea 
a  majority  to  the  OuistituticMiai  Ccmventtoo  to  insire  writing 
into  our  fundamental  law  of  the  state  those  progressive 
enactments  which  have  been  so  ably  fostered  and  approved 
during  the  administration  of  our  present  great  Govemor, 
Herben  H.  T.ehman. 

Nationally,  too,  your  support  and  eflFort  will  assist  in  the 
continuation  of  liberal  government,  and  there  will  be  no  end 
to  the  crusade  of  progress  so  wdi  tmckr  way  under  die 
inspiring  leadership  of  the  people's  warrior,  our  great — • 
President,  Franklin  D.  Bixtsevdt. 
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